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Hums At liberated teutons Financial

llnillpfilld IM PROVES RUSH eripf f

m mi v k . s '
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London, Bee. 24 Many news dispatches from Petrograd

speak of the supposed impending arrival of the Germans
there, which is said to be the
the city, but everyone seems to
of these stories center around
the capital of a large force of
whom arms are handed over.

Referring to these rumors-- , the Petrograd correspondent
of the Post says unquestionably thousands of German war
prisoners are flocking toward Petrograd from all parts of
Russia, but he believes that at present a more important phase
of the situation is the active and thorough manner in which
the Germans have been pushing trade with Russia since the
frontier was opened. He reports that they are making the
most of a commercial opportunity such as the world has
never seen before, inasmuch as Russian industries are near-
ly dead and the Germans have no competition. ,

'

The Germans have refused to admit M. Zinovieff, a close
ass&eiate of Nikolai Lenine and other Bolsheviki whom the
soldiers and workmen's delegates wanted to send in to spread
their doctrines in the German army. They also declined to
admit Trotzky's newspaper printed in German for army prop-
aganda. . . .
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mittee Hears That
ShippingProgram Has
Acquired 18.2 of
Completion Up to De
cember First

Washington, Dec 24 The
government's ship building
program- - on Dec 1 was 18J2

per cent, on its way to comple-
tion as disclosed today in an
analysis of statistics supplied
hy the-- shlrajina - board toHthe
Senate commerce committee
investigating progress of the

'.work. .'; .,...v :

Hm proCTiii, calling for 8.S4S.108
tons of shipping, Is divided as fol--

Wood and oompoeita vessels 417 of
rl.S51.M0 tons, 10 per cent, oomplet-i-d;

requisitioned steel ships, til of
5.664, MS tons, S9 per cent completed;
contra ot steel ships, 627 of M1S.400
toes, 4 per cent completed.

t The percentage of completion giv
en, does not take Into account the
oonatractlon of new ship yards in

many of the vessels will be
built, or work done toward obtaining

renginasv boilers and other equipment.
Of 81 wooden hulls contracted for.

j m. .Mk - h&u T4rt fM 1U Af
' which 1M were laid down, in Tarda
rwhlch did not exist when the contracts
tvore let' lit wooden hulls ware or-
i dared fMm TI yards, of which 61 have
bean boUt from tha ground up since
tbs sontiaota iai let. The percent- -

(saga of eompleUoa of wooden hulls
Hsurinc oa the entire program, which
Inclodad hulls on which construction
1'ha not started, is 9 per cent.

Of Si oomposlts ships for which
contracts wore let. keels have been
laid for 11. ' These 12 on Dec 1 were

! 20 per cent completed. The contracts
went to tear ship yards, three of

i "which did not exist when tha contracts
; were m-ad- The three yards virtu
rally have been completed and they will
j.begin oonstruotion of ships within a
few a; una a
' Klflven keels for steel ships have

laid in new yards. Contracts
were let for steel ships to 82 yards, of

iwhlch 20 are nw. The percentage or
.completion of the steel program.

' par cent, does not include the con
f struetlon of the new yards.

Of the ships contracted for four
i have been launched, two steel and two
wooden. - v

KILLED HAILING

XfJAS POSTCARDS

TO HIS FRIENDS

Alighting from a trolley car . on
Barnum avenue, between Central and
Mill H1U avenasa; with the intention
of dropping a batch of Christmas
cards and letters into a mail box at
the corner, Leonard Matherbe, of

I Park avenue, Stratford, started to
j cross the street In front of another
; car, at 6:46 o'clock this morning, and

was run over and killed outright.
The man's body was almost cut in

two, and when taken from under- -'

neath the whsels was horribly man-

gled. The emergency hospital was no- -

tlflad and Dr. Frank E. Gavlas hur-
ried to the scene, but finding the vie
tim dead, turned the body over to the
undertaking firm of Buckley, Mullins

j Se Cullinan.
i Members of the dead man's family

were communicated with, ..their ad- -'

dress being found in the envelopes in
Matherbe's pockets, and they Identi-
fied the remains.

It is believed that the man failed
to see the second car following the

'
first, and waiting until that from

; which he bad alighted had passed,
walked directly Into the path of the
other. The second car was operated
by Motorman Patrick Kennedy, and
was in charge of Conductor Patrick

PRICE TWO CENTS
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Cohen and Lang Become
More; Involved in Af-

fairs of the Prudential
Outfitting Company---
Banks Brings Suit.- -

Further evidence of ihr
financial activities of Joseph
Lang and Frank S. Cohen,
which in the past few weeks
seem to nave come to grief, are
furnished in the cases of Cos-
mopolitan Bank of New York
against Cohen, Lang and one
William Benzel filed in the Su-
perior Court this morning.Two suits are filed against the three
mentioned by the bank alleging non
payment of two- notes of $5,00Q each.
A third suit in which - the plaintiff,
Hyman Singer, of New York, claims
K!Mi1om.n. -- 11 I u i
the latter, guaranteed the credit of the
Prudential Outfitting Co. The latter '

company recently went into the' kantts
of a receiver and it is alleged that its
assets are sadly depleted. -

Other events in the financial life, of
Cohen and Lang recently are the dis-
solution of the Bridgeport Shoe com-
pany in which both were Interested
and which petitioned the United States
district court last week to name a
receiver.

Cohen immediately after the finan-
cial difficulties of the Prudential Out--

all his hol&ings to Judge H. K. Nich-
olson. When asked regarding this
procedure Cohen through one of his
attorneys said that he had taken the
step to protect his creditors. At the
time of the first action Cohen seemed
anxious that no publicity shuld be
given the matter and was Insistent
that the affairs of the Prudential Out-

fitting Co. were not involved except
r q nf l n Tl !H n iT thft TOliCV.

of the firm. ; '

The Prudential Outfitting company
Gonducts. a chain, of stores, furnishtag,
clothing for both men ana women on
the installment plan. The most re-

cent evidence of the financial stand-

ing, of the concern is in the fact that
Jlyman ineer in his suit against
Frank S. Cohen of this city claims
that he. holds an account against the
company for, $1,63.12 which he ts un-

able' to collect. He asks Cohen who
it is alleged guaranteed the account
of the .Prudential- - Outfitting Co. to
liquidate the account. - .

The two notes on which the suits of
the Cosmopolitan . bank- - base . their
claims were made by the Prudential
Outfitting Co. and endorsed by the
defendants. It is alleged that the de-

fendants receivedthe proceeds of the
note. , ', , .

BENEDICT SENDS- -

"a vm a C MT?QS A flPV

TO AMERICANS

Rome, Dec 24. Pope Benedict has
given, to the Associated Press , this
Christmas message for the American.

" "The holy father sends to the peo-

ple of America his cordial greetings
and prayers that they may take to
heart,' in this time of strife and suffer-
ing, the true lesson of Christmastide
the lesson of God's unceasing loVe for
mankind;- - the lesson of unfaltering
courage and sacrifice of sell.

"More especially he calls upon the
little children, to whom this day be-

longs, to pray with all their hearts to
the Babe of Bethlehem that He may

tfhir lowd nnpafl.Tifl crlve hack
to the world that peace whdoti He cam
to bring upon earth." ,

PEACE PROPOSALS
XMAS BY KAISER

Londdn, Dec. 24 Petrograd dispatches report that at-

tempts are made by the Bolshevik commissaries to negotiate
with the Ukrainians for a settlement of the differences which
have; arisen, and it is. also reported that the authorities of
the new Ukrainian government are ready to accept proposals
loking toward a peaceful arrangement.

The movement "for harmony is attributed by the corres-
pondent of the Times to, the fact that the growing dangers of
the situation are recognized to an increasing extent by the
Bolsheviki. For the same reason, he says, they are believed
to be inclined to modify their attitude of hostility toward the
constituent assembly, which is likely to meet within a week.

BRIDGEPORT,

jj l
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SAYS SPOUSE

DREW EV10NEY

AND SKIPPED

Alleging that her husband drew
money from the Union Savings bank
of Danbury deposited by him as trus-
tee tojf her and then left for parts
unknown, Mrs. Rose Bohl of Dan-bu- ry

has filed suit in - the Common
Pleas court against her husband, Jo
seph Bohl, and the Union Savings
bank. Decree ordering the bank to
pay the remainder of the money over
to her, or to, make the deposit re-

maining stand in her name without
limitation is claimed. ; -

.

Mrs. Bohl alleges that they were
married In 1878, and that at various
times from March, 1910, to August,
1916, she gave her husband sums of
money, amounting in all to 81,284.87
to deposit for .her in the Union Sax-in- gs

bank of Danbury. He did deposit
the money in his name "Joseph Bohl
as trustee for Rose Bohl." ,

On August 8 Joseph Bohl deserted
his wife, according to her claim, but
October 8, 1916, he went to the bank
with the pass book and drew , out
$800. - Then he. left for parts un
known. : There Is now a balance of
$709.94 which Mrs. Bohl wants trans
ferred to her account.

SHOOTS FRIEND

AND STEALS $2;
VICTIM'S STORY

Bleeding profusely from three bul
let wounds in his chest and back.
William Bobetes, a Greek, living at
14 Bank street, staggered up to the
front door of Dr. E. H. J. Hennessey's
home in 'Stratford, .shortly after 2
o'clock this morning, and arousing
the physician from his sleep, told
him that he had been shot by a
friend.

Dr. Hennessey gave the man emer
gency treatment, and then took him
in his own automobile to the Bridge
port .hospital, where Bobetes Is now
in a serious condition. His wounds
are not dangerous, but it is feared
that complications may set in, and
there is doubt as to the man's recov
ery; .

Bobetes was able to give only a
disconnected story of what had hap-

pened, telling that late last evening
he had gone out with a friend, Wil
liam Armenes. for a walk. Somehow
they got far out Into Stratford, he
says, and there Armenes attacked
him. '

He claims that Armenes fired three
times with a .22 calibre, revolver and
that; after' the first shot struck him
in the chest he turned and started to
run. Armenes, he said, then fired
the two' other shots, which lodged in
the fleshy portion. of his back.

Bobetes fell to the ground and
while there his story goes, Armenes
searched his clothing and robbed him
of $2, all the money he had about
him. The assailant then fled. TTo

trace of him has since been found.

CENSORSHIP OF
FOREIGN MAILS

IS NOW IN FORCE

Washington, Dec 24 Censorship of
foreign mail under 'the trading with
the enemy law now is in full force
under a committee on which the port
office, war and .navy departments, the
war board and the commerce board
are represented.

The board plans to carry on the
work with as little interference to legi
timate correspondence as is possible.
The work of organization was begun
on Nov. 1 and at the request of the
government the news wasnot pub-
lished at that time. The government
now has withdrawn its request for se-

crecy. i

The board is in close
with the British and French censor-
ship. It will combine with censorship
of foreign malls the present censor-
ship of wireless and cables. ,

HALIFAX DEAD 1,158.

Halifax, N. S., Dec. 24 The- - total
identified dead from the Halifax dis-

aster now number 854 and unidentified
dead 304, making a total. of 1,168
bodies recovered. Fifty-on- e bodies
were buried today. .

NO FARMER TOMORROW.

In accordance with Its annual cus-
tom the Farmer will not publish an
edition tomorrow.

A STUDY IN BLACK
AND WHITE

The day following' the all-nig- ht

gun battle, which raged about Baby
Doll's protected vice den In Water
street, and In which one man was
murderer, County ' Commissioner
Ballard,- - political lieutenant of
John T. King and an appointee of
the latter made the following state-
ment:

"As a matter of fact John T.
King wrote me at letter two months
ago ordering Baby Doll's establish-
ment be Immediately closed.''

The following excerpt is taken
from an interview given to a local
newspaper yesterday, by John T.
King, regarding the operation by
Baby Doll of the Water street re-
sort:

' "Aa a matter of absolute truth
I do not know this Baby Doll, never
knew where his place was located
and never bad any occasion to In-

quire about it--"

mm will
NOT ACT BEFORE

NEXT THURSDAY

William "Baby Doll" Thomas will
enjoy-hi- Christmas dinner, tomorrow
as a guest .of Sheriff Simeon Pease at
the county jail and will eat undisturb
ed 'by any thought of arrest jn a
bench warrant for murder under the
Undine of Coroner J. J- - Phelan. which
was made pu-bfi- Saturday. ' Thomas
will partake of the dinner which will
be served all of the 260 or more pris-
oners.

Judge Gardiner Greene, who Is pre
siding at the December term of the
.Superior Court, has adjourned that
court until Thursday morning, and no
action by the State's Attorney, Homer
S. Cummings, may be expected before
that time.

Coroner Phelan, heard a large num.
ber of witnesses and the testimony
of many of them is voluminous- -

Transcription by George S. Hawley,
court stenographer, who took the tes
timony, will take considerable time,
and it is believed the State's Attorney
will not act until he has had a chance
to look over this evidence.

TWO MEN KILLED
WHEN AUTO SKIDS

IN ICY ROADWAY
'

Westerly, ,R. L, Dec 24 Ephraim
Williams of New York, and H. Clyde
Barber of Westerly, were instantly
killed about. 6:30 this morning when
the automobile of Mr. Williams, which
he was driving, skidded and over
turned at an icy spot in the road two
miles east of Hopkinton.

Messrs. Williams and Barber,, with
Frank Monti, started from here early
today to take Mr. Williams' automo-
bile to Boston. Monti, who was on
the back seat, was thrown out but es
caped injury. The two other men
were caught under the car and were
crushed. When picked up Barber's
body was still warm, but hs whole

have been nearly instantaneous.
Mr. Williams was a native of Ston- -

ington, 42 years old, a graduate of
Princeton, and he had been a prac
ticing attorney in New York for some
years. Mr. Barber was tha son of
Wlnthrop W. Barber of Westerly.

CREW OF FORMER
KERENSKY SHIP

MUTINY ON SEAS
A Padflo Port, Dec. 24 The Rus

sian freighter Shilka, in port here,
left "Vladivostok, Nov. 24 as a "Ker
ensky ship," but when a few days out
the crew mutinied and took control,
declaring for the Bolshevik regime.
The wireless operator attempted to
send out word of the mutiny and the
sailors prepared to shoot him, but
changed their minds.

Before the real identity of the ship
was learned members of the crew
attended I. W. W. meetings here, it
is said. The immigration authorities
probably will take charge of the ship
today. It was pointed out that she
came into port with the men in com-
mand claiming- allegiance to the Bol-

shevik government, which has not
been recognized .by the United States,
and that this may cause the tempor-
ary internment of the vessel.

-

THE WEATHER.

Connecticut: Light local rains and
warmer tonight; Tuesday, ' partly
cloudy, colder in the afternoon; fresh
south wiufla, becoming northwest.

RANSACK HEADQUARTERS
London, Dec. 244r-G- ol. Kolpashnikoff, the American em-

bassy in Petrograd has been, assured, is alive but the corres-
pondent of the Morning Post in the Russian capital, says the
former agent of the American Red Gross is held in confine-- '
ment and no one has been able to see him. American Am-

bassador Francis, the correspondent adds,' is preparing a state-
ment on the case.

Gol. Kolpashnikoff 's flat, the door of Which bears a plate
with the words "American Mission of Red Cross for Russia,"
was raided' at 2 o'clock in the morning by soldiers, sailors,
Red Guards and others. The rooms were ransacked, the off-
icers talting many papers- - while the men appropriated every-
thing of the slightest intrinsic value. The search ended at 5
o'clock and Col. Kolpashnikoff was taken to the fortress of St.
Peter and St. Paul. N

In releasing the members of the Ukrainian revolution-
ary staff the Bolshevik government said they had been sus-

pected unjustly of a complicity in a plot to give Gen. Kale-din- es

American Red Cross supplies. ,

general topic of discussion in
have a different version. Many
the reported concentration near
released German prisoners, to

ARE THE

OF VIGTORY

SEC. BAKER

follow the precepts of classic strategy
and by a successful enveloping move-
ment effect the destruction of the
Italian and Allied forces.

"It would appear that they are anx-
ious to conclude their Italian adven-
ture in a manner similar to the pre-
vious campaigns in Russia Serbia
and Rumania, where, as a result of
the strategic envelopments gained at
relatively small cost, vast tracts of
territory were conquered.

"Enemy 'pressure, continues along
the entire fronti

"Before proceeding with any op- -
erations in the west the Germans
hope to drive the Italians across the

es they did In Russia after their vic-
torious campaigns of 1315.

"No matter how Intensive this new
subversive propaganda may be, nrv--
ertheless we can confidently rely on
the fighting morale of the ItaHan
Popi-

"Along the western front the enemy
has continued his harassing ratda
with a view to keeping the Allied
forces on the alert. Howavar, none

(Continued on Page 3.) .

Bridgeporters at Camp
Devens and "Over
There" Are Well Tak-
en Care of; First War
Christmas in America.

After an eventful and nros- -
tferous year, tinged with the
colors of war, Bridgeport today
settled down to experience its
first war Christmas since the
Spanish-Americ- an war in 1898.
More than 5,000 homes are sad
dened by the "absence of the
Bridgeporters who have heed
ed the dutv call, manv of
whom are in actual conflict
with the enemy abroad. Pray
ers for these patriots were said
in the churches yesterday and
will be repeated in some to
morrow.

Few Bridgeport soldiers anB sailors
were fortunate enough to enjoy an
other Christmas with their folks, but
the government aided - by the Red
Cross, Masons, Knights of Columhn
Benevolent ' and Protective, order of
Elks and other organiaaastions. will
make the day as homelike as possible
iot tne Doys in camp and on the hights. .Bridgeport, fathers. - mothers.
sisters, brothers and sweethearts need
not worry about their loved ones at
Camp Devens, because they will have
a little celebration all their own and
the government has assumed that all
gifts sent to the camp will be His--
trihuted as speedily as possible.

Every hut in the huge cantonment
at Ayer, Mass., is trimmed with dec-
orations appropriate for the season
and a menu better than many would
get In their own homes has been pre-
pared. Entertainment and exercises
of various sorts will be provided' and
everything within the government's
power is being done to make the
camp as Christmas-lik- e as possible.

Spirit of the season will be injected
by army officers and workers of the
Y. M. C A. and 'Ried Cross and the
choicest smokes from scores of donors
will help the boys while away the
day The spirit of war prevails and
the boys are set on getting "over
there" and "finishing things up," so
that they might enjoy the next Christ
mas at their homes. v

The municipal celebration will be
held as usual at 6 o'clock this even
ing, weather permitting, and Mayor
Clifford B. Wilson will speak a few
words in remembrance of Bridge-
port's soldiers and sailors.

Five hundred poor children were
made happy today when the Arab pa
trol. Nobles of the Mystic Shrine,
played Santa Claus to them at the
Masonic temple on Broad street. Each
child was presented with a box filled
with useful gifts, including wearing
apparel, candy and a toy.

.Fred Atwater, president of the
Pyramid patrol, acted as Santa Claus
and distributed the gifts from a huge
Christmas tree, which stood in the
center of the hall. . The children
were notified to be on hand at 1

o'clock, but there were several hun
dred in line before noon.

Postmaster Charles F. Greene will
take care that every Christmas par-
cel, letter and card, will be delivered
and deliveries will continue tomor-
row until every piece has reached its
proper destination. The hours to-

morrow will he from 8 a. m. to 10 a.
m.

Inmates of the Hillside Home will
be made happy by the usual Christ-Christm- as

celebration tonight and to-

morrow. A large Christmas tree has
been provided and each of the 185
inmates will be remembered with
some gift, which will be distributed
by a real imitation "Santa Claus."

FALSE ALARM, NO FIRE.

A false alarm, from Box 82 sum-
moned firemen and apparatus to tha
corner of Hall street and North Wash-
ington avenue, at one o'clock this
afternoon. It is believed that steam
issuing from the Connecticut Brewer-
ies was mistaken by passers-b- y, who
turned In tha alarm.

OUR ARMIES

RESERVES

ASSERTS

Washington, Dec. 24 Germany's
newest peace propaganda, viewed as
a forerunner to an offensive in the
west unless the German-mad- e peace
is accepted by the Allies and the
Unitd States, "should not for a mo-

ment induce us to slacken our pre-

parations for war." says Secretary
Baker in his weekly review of the
military situation.

"The Germans realize," continues
the statement, "that within a short
time' our armies will form the prin-
cipal body of fresh strategic reserves
remaining available on the battle
fields of Europe,

Our armies constitute the reserves'
of victory." i Aaige, anticipating mat sucn a re- -

The review points out that - the verse would have a very dlsintegrat-flghtin- g

morale" of Italy may be re- - I m influence throughout Italy,
1" apparent that the Germanslied upon no matter how intensive

the German peace umpaign becomes, j haTB no lven- - up all hope of bring-an- d

savs j ing about a social upheaval in Italy
The Italian theatre once again la

the scene of important military ac-

tivity.
"The enemy impatient of the de

lays which have occurred in bringing
,h.t h nnnanful nenetration of
tha Italian nlain and the overthrow ,

of the Italian armies, has dispatched
further forces to the Italian front
with a view to achieving a decisive
result

1 "The Germans are endeavoring to'

Rome, Dec 2,4. The report- - that a
new German peace move is at hand is
supported - by apparenUy reliable in-

formation which has ' reached high,
quarters here. It is said that on
Christmas' day Envperbr William will
Issue a declaration containing peaca
proposals, but whether explicit condi-
tions of peaoa may be expected or
merely maneuver intended to
throw on the Allies responsibility for
continuance of the war cannot be t"
certaiaaaV -- A

''..'r


